Writing a Resolution and Basic Conduct

Writing a resolution
1) Lobbying

Time will be allocated for writing resolutions and lobbying. During this time, find fellow delegates that support your ideas and may act as co-signatories for your resolution. A resolution needs at least two delegations behind it to be debated, one of whom is proposing it. 
Usually the proposer will speak about the points contained in the resolution and the co-signatory will support them with reasons afterwards. After speaking in favour of the resolution other delegates will be able to ask points of information to the speaker.

2) Pre-ambulatory clauses
Address your country’s position on the issue. State reasons where possible. This can be the most important part of winning over other delegates as it expresses shared interests that may make it simpler for them to propose an amendment to your resolution.
For example: The United States: 

· agrees that…

· is concerned…

· believes…

(A more exhaustive list can be found in the section below)

3) Operative Clauses

Propose measures or ideas that are in your interests. (It helps a lot if you find other delegations with the same interests!) These must also be preceded by a diplomatic phrase, another table of which will be included below.

4) Amendments
If any delegation agrees with the main body of your resolution but disagrees on any particular point they are allowed to recommend an amendment to your resolution. This is done by handing a piece of paper to the chair that highlights the clause that needs changing and the changes you wish to make to it.

 If the amendment is appropriate you will have to present and support your amendment against as many points of information as are necessary. If the delegates are satisfied with your argument (or lack thereof) voting on the amendment will procede.
5) Voting

If your amendment is agreed upon by the majority of a committee they will vote in favour of the resolution and it will pass. If not, another resolution will need to be proposed and amended and then voted upon. (Generally speaking it is better to amend a resolution than to propose)
Perambulatory phrases allowed:
	Acknowledging
	Affirming
	Alarmed by
	Approving

	Aware of
	Believing
	Bearing in mind
	Confident

	Congratulating
	Contemplating
	Convinced
	Declaring

	Deeply concerned
	Deeply conscious
	Deeply convinced
	Deeply disturbed

	Deeply regretting
	Deploring
	Desiring
	Emphasising

	Expecting
	Fulfilling
	Fully alarmed
	Fully aware

	Fully believing
	Further developing
	Further recalling
	Guided by

	Having adopted
	Having considered
	Having examined
	Having studied

	Noting further
	Noting with appreciation
	Noting with approval
	Noting with deep concern

	Noting with regret
	Noting with satisfaction
	Observing
	Pointing out

	Reaffirming
	Realizing
	Recalling
	Recognising

	Referring
	Reminding
	Seeking
	Taking into account

	Taking into consideration
	Taking note
	Viewing with appreciation
	Welcoming


 

 

 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 Operative phrases allowed:
	Accepts
	Affirms
	Approves
	Asks

	Authorises
	Calls for
	Calls upon
	Condemns

	Congratulates
	Confirms
	Declares accordingly
	Deplores

	Designates
	Encourages
	Endorses
	Expresses its appreciation

	Expresses its hope
	Further invites
	Further proclaims
	Further recommends

	Further requests
	Further resolves
	Hopes
	Invites

	Proclaims
	Proposes
	Recommends
	Regrets

	Requests
	Resolves
	Seeks
	Strongly affirms

	Strongly condemns
	Strongly urges
	Suggests
	Supports

	Trusts
	Transmits
	Urges
	


Parliamentary language

There are various formal terms and procedures that are useful to learn for any MUN, allowing you to interact with other members properly and to ensure that you are not making any mistakes that could be helped.

Questions:

Questions can be asked for a number of reasons and to a variety of members in each committee. In order to ask the question in the right way and the right time you should ensure you know a few basic terms.

Point of Personal privilege: A question asked when there is something you need or want that is not directly about the issue. For instance, requesting a toilet break, the opening of a window or a glass of water.

Point of Order: A question asked if in doubt about the correctness of the order or fashion in which something is decided OR is something has been added or forgotten that is incorrect. For instance, if the Chair calls a vote on amendment without allowing debate one way or the other. Or if the chair forgets to mention that clapping is in order after a successful resolution.
Point of Parliamentary Inquiry: A question asked to the Chair to get information or guidance about the proceedings. Could be used as either a way to verify another delegates information or as a more tactful point of order.
Point of Information: A question to another delegate concerning what they have said, suggested or inferred in a speech or reply. These should be the most common type of question if everything is working smoothly. For instance “Does the Honourable delegate agree that…?” 

(Note: In order to ask two questions in a row a delegate will need to request a follow up from the chair)

Objections: If another delegate makes a point that is offensive or technically incorrect in an obvious way then you can pose an objection to the chair.

